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Town Council
Regular Meeting

January 23, 2023

             Hybrid | Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building
          4 So. Eagleville Road, Mansfield, CT

MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Moran called the regular meeting of the Mansfield Town Council to order at 7:45 p.m.* in 
the Council Chamber of the Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building.
*late start due to technical issues

2. ROLL CALL
Present: Bruder, Moran
Virtual: Ausburger, Berthelot, Coleman, Cotton, Fratoni, Schurin, Shaiken

3. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
Elizabeth Sparks and John Bova, Cedar Swamp Road, urged the Council to stop the development
of additional student housing and retail space in town and focus instead on affordable housing. 
They also noted that the design of new architecture is not environmentally friendly and is 
indistinguishable from other new structures throughout the state

The Council took a brief recess to relocate in-person participants to Conference Room B due to 
ongoing technical issues. 

4. REPORT OF THE TOWN MANAGER
Town Manager Ryan Aylesworth presented and discussed his written report. The report is 
available online at www.MansfieldCT.gov and is on file with the Town Clerk. In response to a 
question from Mr. Coleman, Mr. Aylesworth confirmed that the school building project must meet 
all the same standards as any other project in order to receive a Certificate of Occupancy.

In response to a question from Mr. Coleman, Allen Corson, Director of Facilities, explained how an
HVAC shaft broke at the middle school.

5. REPORTS AND COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
None.

6. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Registrar of Voters Compensation for 2023-2024

Mr. Coleman requested the minutes be pulled from the consent agenda.

Mr. Bruder moved and Mr. Shaiken seconded to approve the consent agenda. Motion passed 
with all in favor.

Motion passed by consent:

 Effective January 1, 2023 to endorse an increase by 2.75% to the hourly rate of pay for 
the Registrars of Voters and Deputy Registrars of Voters for the 2023 – 2024 term.  This
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would set the Registrars’ compensation at $24.27 per hour and the Deputy Registrars’ 
compensation at $18.21 per hour.

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Coleman asked that the minutes be amended to replace the statement “Mr. Coleman 
expressed his opinion that the RFP process should include the disclosure of any pending 
litigation” in item 7B with:

After citing a lawsuit involving the city of Bristol versus TSKP Studio for a failed geothermal 
installation at the Green Hills School in Bristol, Mr. Coleman expressed his opinion that the 
RFP process should include the disclosure of any pending litigation.

Mr. Shaiken moved and Mr. Bruder seconded to accept the proposed amendment. Motion 
passed unanimously.

Mr. Shaiken moved and Mr. Bruder seconded to accept the January 9, 2023 minutes as 
amended. Motion passed unanimously.

7. OLD BUSINESS
A. Town Council FY 2023/2024 Goals and Objectives (Item #8A, 12-12-22 Agenda)

Mr. Aylesworth introduced and presented the Council’s draft goals based on the input received 
during the Council’s recent goal-setting session. Ms. Berthelot expressed a desire for a proactive 
approach to preventing housing disrepair and requested “efficient and cost effective” be removed 
from the Human Services section as it is expected that all departments operate in that manner, 
not only Human Services. Ms. Berthelot and Mr. Ausburger inquired about the priority level of 
open space purchases. Mr. Coleman would like to see UConn more supportive of affordable 
housing for students who need it. An updated version of the draft goals will be presented to the 
Council at a future meeting.

8. NEW BUSINESS
A. Human Rights Commission Update

To be discussed at a future meeting.

9. REPORTS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Mr. Bruder reported that the Committee on Committees discussed several committee charges and
will be working on revisions. The goal is to have all charges updated, formatted similarly and 
readily available to the public. 
Mr. Schurin reported that the Personnel Committee approved the Registrars of Voters’ increase, 
heard about proposed organizational updates, discussed a 360 evaluation for the Town Manager 
this year, held a preliminary discussion about how the four-day work week is going and discussed 
the Personnel Committee charge. 

10. DEPARTMENTAL AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORTS
None.

11. PETITIONS, REQUESTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
A. PZC Referral - Initiated Amendments Article 10, Section W Related to Affordable Housing 

(PZC file #907-54) and Article 3, Section A, Establishment of a Temporary and Limited 
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Moratorium on Design Multiple Residence (DMR) Zone and the Pleasant Valley Residential 
Agriculture (PVRA) Zone (PZC File # 907-55)

12. FUTURE AGENDAS
None.

13. ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Ausburger moved and Mr. Bruder seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:31 p.m. The motion 
passed unanimously.

Antonia Moran, Mayor Sara-Ann Chaine, Town Clerk
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Town of Mansfield 
Agenda Item Summary 

To: Town Council 
From: Ryan J. Aylesworth Town Manager 
CC: Sara-Ann Chaine, Town Clerk 
Date: February 13, 2023 
Re: Appointments to Town Committees 
 
Subject Matter/Background 
On January 12, 2023, the Committee on Committees voted to recommend the following 
appointment: 
 

• Jeannine Kanadia from an alternate to a full member of the Human Rights 
Commission for a term ending 7/1/2024.  

Recommendation 
If the Town Council concurs with the recommendation of the Committee on Committees, 
the following motion is in order: 
 
Move, effective February 13, 2023, to appoint Jeannine Kanadia as a full member of the 
Human Rights Commission for a term ending 7/1/2024. 
 
 
Attachments 
None. 
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Town of Mansfield 
Agenda Item Summary 

To: Town Council 
From: Ryan J. Aylesworth Town Manager 
CC: Mary Landeck, Sexton; Sara-Ann Chaine, Town Clerk 
Date: February 13, 2023 
Re: Neglected Cemetery Grant Application 
 
Subject Matter/Background 
The Office of Policy and Management (OPM) administers the Neglected Cemetery 
Account Grant Program.  Grant funds up to $5,000 are awarded to municipalities in an 
effort to keep neglected cemeteries in an orderly and decent condition and are intended 
to be used for clearing weeds, briars and bushes, mowing, repairing fences and walls, 
or the straightening, repair or restoration of memorial stones. 
 
The funds requested in this grant would be used to pay for the straightening and repair 
of headstones in the old Mansfield Center Cemetery on Storrs Road (Old Mansfield 
Burying Grounds), Gurley Cemetery on Bone Mill Road, and Riverside Cemetery on 
Gurleyville Road, funds permitting.   
 
Established in 1693, the Old Mansfield Burying Ground is the oldest cemetery in Tolland 
County.  It contains many of Mansfield’s early settlers and was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1992.  This cemetery is known for its varied collection of 
the work of inland Connecticut colonial carvers.   
 
The Gurley Cemetery dates back to about 1760 and was created by Samuel Gurley.  In 
1888, the Gurley Cemetery was enlarged by an acre when Ralph Storrs sold another 
acre of land to the Town for burial purposes only.  Some of Mansfield’s earliest settlers 
are buried in this cemetery and many of the stones in need of repair belong to veterans 
of the Revolutionary War. 
 
The Riverside Burying Ground along the Fenton River was established in 1847 when 
Jesse Dunham deeded part of his land to the Riverside Burying Grounds Association 
(although a few burials occurred prior to this sale).  It is also noted that the remains from 
the private Holley family cemetery on Wormwood Hill Road were moved to this 
cemetery. 
 
Financial Impact 
The grant program does not require a local “match” or contribution from the Town.  
Additional funding to further stone preservation work would come from the Cemetery 
Funds, if available. 
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Recommendation 
If the Council supports this grant application, the following motion is in order: 
 
Move, effective February 13, 2023, that Town Manager Ryan J. Aylesworth is 
authorized to apply for and accept, on behalf of the town, a grant from the Neglected 
Cemetery account and is further authorized to enter into and execute any and all 
agreements, contracts and documents necessary to obtain said grant should the town 
be selected for a grant award. 
 
Attachments 

1) Neglected Cemetery Grant Program Application 
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Neglected Cemetery Account Grant Program 
2023 Grant Application 

 

This application, its receipt, and/or any subsequent announcement or notification of an award associated 
with this application does not constitute a contract.  A contract exists only when all required contractual 
documents are submitted and approved by the Office of Policy Management and the Grantee is notified 
that the contract is fully executed. 

 
Certification below must be by the Chief Executive Officer (e.g., Mayor, First Selectman, Town/City 
Manager): 
 

I do hereby certify the following: 
 

1. I have reviewed this Grant Application and all attachments and links thereto. 

2. The information contained herein is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

3. The cemetery/cemeteries where work will be performed meet the definition pursuant to C.G.S. Sec. 

19a-308. 

4. Should my municipality receive a grant award, grant funds will only be used for allowable purposes to 

maintain a neglected cemetery/cemeteries as defined in C.G.S. Sec. 19a-308. 

5. I am authorized to apply for these funds per municipal legislative body. 

  
Signature: _________________________________________ Title: Town Manager 
 
Printed Name: Ryan J. Aylesworth                                                                                             Date: 2/6/2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of Municipality:  078 Mansfield 

Chief Executive Officer: Ryan J. Aylesworth                         

Contact Person for Grant Administration: Sara-Ann Chaine 

Contact Title and E-mail: Town Clerk; townclerk@mansfieldct.org 

Contact Street Address:  4 South Eagleville Road         

Contact City, State, Zip: 06268 

Contact Phone Number 860-429-3302         

Remittance Address if Different from Above: Same 
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STATEMENT OF WORK AND GRANT AWARD BUDGET 

 

NAME OF APPLICANT MUNICIPALITY:  078 Mansfield    

GRANT PROGRAM NAME: 2023 Neglected Cemetery Account Grant Program     

CONCISE GRANT PROGRAM SUMMARY (PROGRAM PURPOSE/INTENT/MISSION): Municipal 

maintenance of neglected burial grounds and cemeteries, as described in Section 19a-308 of the 

Connecticut General Statutes.  

 

 

  

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
CONCISE PROJECT DESCRIPTION INCLUDING ALL CEMETERY NAMES AND PHYSICAL ADDRESSES:  

Straightening, repair and restoration of memorial stones at one or more of the following cemeteries, 

funds permitting: 

 

Mansfield Center Cemetery 

Storrs Road 

Mansfield Center, CT 06250  

 

Gurley Cemetery 

Bone Mill Road 

Mansfield, CT  06268 

 

Riverside Cemetery 

Gurleyville Road 

Mansfield, CT  06268 
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II. STATEMENT OF WORK 
The grantee proposes to complete the work and/or proposes to purchase goods and/or services  as 
delineated in the following table and in accordance with the below proposed budget.  Note that the 
items listed in the “Tasks” column are simply examples. You may delete any and all that are not 
applicable.  
 
 

Category (Optional): Overarching 
type of work (for example: mowing, 
repair fence, restoration/repair of 

memorial stone) 

Tasks:  
The individual tasks to be performed in order 

to accomplish the objective of the grant award.  

Target 
Completion 

Date for 
Each Task 
(specific 
date or # 
months 

from 
contract 

execution 
date) 

Straightening , Repair and restoration of 
Memorial Stones 

Vendor to straighten, repair and restore stones 
most in need 

8 months 
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III. PROPOSED NEGLECTED CEMETERY ACCOUNT GRANT AWARD BUDGET : 

List proposed grant award budget items below.  

Description Amount of 
Anticipated 
Neglected 

Cemetery Account 
Grant  Funding 
(Up to $5,000) 

Amount 
Federal 
Funding 

Amount 
Grantee 
Match 

Funding  

Amount 
Other 

Funding 

If “Other”, 
list source 
name and 

type 
(private, 

state, etc.) 

TOTALS: 

Vendor Service Fee $5000                         $5000 

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

TOTALS: $5000                         $5000 

 

PAYMENT TERMS 

· No payments will be made for expenditures incurred prior to the grant start date or after the grant end 
date unless provided for in statute or program provisions. 

· Payment requests shall be submitted on OPM’s approved payment request forms. 

· Payment request forms shall be completed and signed by the appropriate authorized official who has 
the authority to sign binding contracts on behalf of the municipality. 
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Town of Mansfield 

Agenda Item Summary 
 
To:  Town Council 
From: Ryan Aylesworth, Town Manager  
CC: Cherie Trahan, Interim Director of Finance 
Date: February 13, 2023 
Re: Financial Statements Dated December 31, 2022 
 
Subject Matter/Background 
Attached are the financial statements dated December 31, 2022.  The Finance 
Committee reviewed the statements at their meeting on February 13, 2023. 
 
Recommendation 
The Finance Committee recommends acceptance of the financial statements. 
The following motion is in order: 
 
Move effective February 13, 2023, to accept the Financial Statements dated 
December 31, 2022. 
 
Attachments 
1) Financial Statements Dated December 31, 2022  
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